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ACROSS THE MOST
POPULAR COURSES

Students moving away from orthodox choices
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Future perfect

PARUL AGARWAL, BTECH
(NUCLEAR ENGINEERING),
SRM UNIVERSITY, CHENNAI

had interest in atomic science dur-
ing my higher secondary. While
deciding on what T wanted to do, I
thought nuclear engineering would
be agood option. As many new nucle-
ar reactors are coming up across
Indis, 1 figured out this would be 2
field where the future lies Thke the.
fact that the course has elements of
many other disciplines like physics
and mechanical engineering. Afrer
completing the cobrse 1 plam
study MTech ar IT-Kanpur or join
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better way to face the real life situ-
ation with minimal in-house train-
ing” says Swati Salunkhe, managing
director, Growth Centre, a career
counselling firm.

Some broad streams offer the
opportunity for further speciali-
sation as well. Take the case of
Abhishek Saini. 1t made sense for
him to do 2 postgraduate diploma in
financial planning after his gradua-
tion in business economics because
of his interest in the area of finance
Eajesh Bhojani, CEQ of International
College of Financial Planning. says
there are many courses students can
opt for if they want 1o look at careers
in the field of finance.

“Tf a student is hich on interper-
sonal skills and s looking for client
facing jobs and can help clients meert

Career planning

The process of career planning
starts from secondary and higher
secondary levels. The steps to be
foliowed in career decision-mak-
ing include:

KNOWING YOURSELF
Awareness of the individual’s
skills, strengths, weaknesses and
aspirations is vesy impartant. This
should be based on real achieve-
ments and must be supplemented
by psychometric assessments that
can be administered by qualified
psvchologists feounsellors. This
can be followed by a career coun-
selling session.

KNOWING YOUR OPTIONS
Once you know yourself, you need
to know the best options. such as
the course, colleges and back-up
options. Increase vour informa-
tion base by aending career talks
and career exhibitions, reading
newspapers, web sites and maga-
zines and, most importantly inter-
acting with people in the fields of
interest.
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their goals, financial planning will
be ideal for him. If you wish to make
vour mark in capital markets in the
form of research, investment bank-
ingor trading then financialanalysis
is perfect for you. I vou are:a work-
ing professional in financial servic-

es, wishing to enhance your career
prospects, CFP could provide vou
with the expertise needed to meet
client needs.” he says. Finance jobs
offer good money, too. “The highest
salary package offered this year for
our students was T9.05 lakh,” savs G

also know yourself. Meeting former
students, getting an industry per-
spective on the institute and going
through newspaper articles and web
sites are safety measures that smu-
dents must do before choosing a col-
lege. Says Salunkhe: “Students need
to look out for recognised courses
and institutions and not necessarily

the rankings" B




