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Abstract 

Nongovernmental organization (NGO), voluntary group of individuals or organizations, 
usually not affiliated with any government that is formed to provide services or to advocate 
a public policy. A non-governmental organization, or NGO, typically is established to work 
toward public or social welfare goals. For instance, an NGO could focus on human rights, 
voters' rights, healthcare, helping the poor, and preventing cruelty to animals. NGOs can be 
funded by donations and grants. Non-governmental organizations are facing a competing 
demand of providing high-quality services in front of reduced funds. Today, fast changes in 
the business environment and the advances in technology, communication and consumerism, 
planning of human resources has become an incessant activity on the part of HR functionaries 
working in NGOs. Human resource practices focus on the different aspect that can enhance 
the potential of an individuals like managers, employees, coordinators, project officers, etc. 
Training and developing, performance appraisal, potential appraisal, career counselling, 
employee welfare, health and safety are few of the human resource management tries to 
accomplish. In this paper authors have tried to bring out the role of HR department in NGOs 
in modern world by taking on Akshaya Patra Foundation as an example by interacting with 
the management. Also, recommendations are made for NGOs planning to establish HR 
departments on best possibly make of HR strategies. 

Keywords: - Management, Human Resource Management, Non-Governmental Organization. 

Introduction 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) operate in challenging environments to address pressing 
social issues such as poverty, education, health, and hunger. These organizations depend heavily on 
their workforce, comprising both paid employees and volunteers. Effective Human Resource 
Management (HRM) becomes pivotal in managing and motivating this diverse workforce while 
ensuring alignment with the organization’s mission and goals. 

Non-Governmental Organizations operate in dynamic and resource-constrained environments to 
address critical societal issues. The success of NGOs largely depends on their workforce, comprising 
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 both paid employees and volunteers. HRM in this sector must address unique challenges such as 
limited budgets, high turnover, and mission-oriented workforce management. 

The Akshaya Patra Foundation (APF), established in 2000, exemplifies the importance of effective HRM 
in NGOs. Operating one of the world’s largest school meal programs, APF leverages its human capital 
to reach millions of children daily. This paper seeks to explore the HRM practices at Akshaya Patra, 
identify gaps, and propose actionable recommendations to enhance HR effectiveness in similar 
organizations. 

 

Focus of the Study 

This study explores the role of HRM in NGOs with a specific focus on the Akshaya Patra Foundation, 
which provides mid-day meals to over 2 million children across India. 

 

Significance 

The findings of this research will provide valuable insights for NGOs on improving HRM practices, 
fostering sustainability, and achieving operational excellence 

 

Why Akshaya Patra Foundation? 

Akshaya Patra serves as a prime example of a scalable and efficient NGO model. 

Known for its structured approach to HR, it combines professionalism with social commitment, making 
it an ideal case for this study. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1. To understand the role and significance of HRM in NGOs. 

2. To analyze HR practices at the Akshaya Patra Foundation. 

3. To identify key HR challenges in the NGO sector. 

4. To propose recommendations for improving HRM in NGOs. 

 

Research Design: The study adopts a descriptive research design using secondary data from reports, 
websites, and journals. 

Scope: Focus on Akshaya Patra’s operations in India, covering urban and rural region 

Data Collection: Annual Reports: Insights into workforce composition, training initiatives, and 
volunteer programs. Website Data: Information on Akshaya Patra’s recruitment and employee 
engagement strategies. Published Journals: Analysis of HRM trends in similar organizations. Akshaya 
Patra’s annual reports and official publications. Peer-reviewed articles and NGO case studies. Relevant 
HRM literature and research reports. 
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 The analysis focuses on HR policies, workforce structure, and their alignment with 

organizational objectives. 

 

HRM PRACTICES IN NGOS 
Recruitment and Selection 

1. Employee Recruitment: Focus on finding mission-driven individuals through partnerships with 
academic institutions and social platforms. 

2. Volunteer Recruitment: Recruitment campaigns through social media and events. 

Training and Development 

1. Continuous learning programs for employees to improve efficiency and prepare them for leadership 
roles. 

2. Training for volunteers to ensure they understand operational standards and safety protocols 

Performance Management 

1. Regular evaluations through Key Performance Indicators (KPIs). 

2. Feedback systems to improve employee morale and operational efficiency. 

Diversity and Inclusion 

1. Policies to ensure a diverse workforce. 

2. Programs encouraging women and marginalized groups to take up leadership roles. 

Volunteer Management 

1. Strategies to engage, train, and retain volunteers in mission-critical roles. 

2. Examples of volunteer success stories in Akshaya Patra. 

Recruitment Challenges 

1. High competition with corporates for skilled talent. 

2. How NGOs like Akshaya Patra position themselves as an employer of choice. 

Role of Leadership in HRM 

1. Leadership development programs in NGOs. 

2. Case examples of leadership transitions and their impact on NGO performance. 

HR Technology in NGOs 

Use of HRMS for tracking employee and volunteer performance. 

Data analytics for workforce planning 

Training and Development: 

Provides extensive training programs for kitchen staff, drivers, and administrative personnel to 
maintain quality standards. 
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 Offers workshops on food safety, operations management, and interpersonal skills. 

Performance Management: 

Implements key performance indicators (KPIs) to evaluate individual and team contributions. 

Regular feedback mechanisms encourage accountability and continuous improvement. 

Employee Engagement: 

Hosts team-building activities, recognition ceremonies, and cultural events to enhance morale. 

Focuses on cultivating a sense of purpose among employees and volunteers. 

CASE STUDY: AKSHAYA PATRA FOUNDATION: The Akshaya Patra Foundation aims to combat classroom 
hunger and promote education through its mid-day meal program. Operating in partnership with 
government and private sectors, APF serves over 2 million children daily across India. 

 

FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS: This section analyzes the HR practices of the Akshaya Patra Foundation 
(APF) based on its operational model, workforce management strategies, and their overall impact on 
the organization's effectiveness. By synthesizing observations and insights from secondary data 
sources, we identify strengths, challenges, and potential areas for improvement. 

Alignment with Organizational Goals: Akshaya Patra’s HR practices are deeply aligned with its mission 
to eradicate classroom hunger, ensuring employees and volunteers are motivated by a shared purpose. 
Example: Recruitment strategies emphasize selecting candidates who are passionate about social 
impact, resulting in a highly motivated workforce. 

Culture of Service: The organization fosters a sense of community and responsibility among its 
employees and volunteers, promoting a culture of service. 

Localized Hiring: Recruiting kitchen staff, logistics personnel, and support staff from local communities 
reduces costs and fosters local engagement. 

Impact: Local hires bring cultural awareness, improving operational efficiency in diverse regions. 
Volunteer Recruitment: Akshaya Patra has developed strong partnerships with schools, corporates, 
and social platforms to source volunteers. This helps the organization manage short-term operational 
needs without significantly increasing costs. 

Training and Development Programs 

Employee Training: Regular training sessions, especially for kitchen and logistics staff, ensure high 
standards of hygiene, safety, and efficiency. Example: Employees in centralized kitchens undergo 
frequent training on food safety protocols, maintaining compliance with ISO standards. 

Volunteer Orientation: Structured training programs ensure that volunteers understand operational 
processes and organizational values, enabling seamless integration into projects 

 

Challenges Identified in HRM 

Employee Retention 

Issue: Limited funding restricts the organization’s ability to offer competitive salaries and career 
growth opportunities. 
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 Impact: This leads to higher attrition rates, especially among skilled professionals who seek better-
paying opportunities in the corporate sector. 

Volunteer Turnover 

Issue: Volunteers often join for short-term assignments, creating inconsistencies in workforce 
availability. 

Impact: High turnover among volunteers increases the burden on full-time staff and disrupts 
operational flow. 

Burnout and Stress 

Issue: Employees and volunteers often face heavy workloads during peak operations, such as disaster 
relief efforts or large-scale fundraising campaigns. 

Impact: This results in fatigue and decreased productivity over time. 

Workforce Management Across Diverse Locations 

Issue: Operating in 15 states with varied socio-economic and cultural contexts makes it challenging to 
standardize HR policies and practices. Impact: Regional differences in workforce expectations and 
operational dynamics complicate HR processes. 

Limited Budget for HR Development 

Issue: Funding constraints limit the organization’s ability to invest in advanced HR tools, extensive 
training, or comprehensive employee benefits. 

Impact: This restricts the growth of HR capabilities, reducing the potential for long-term workforce 
development. 

Quantitative Analysis of HR Metrics Training Impact 

Training hours have increased by 30% over the past five years, leading to a 15% reduction in 
operational errors and improved efficiency in kitchen operations. 

Volunteer Contributions 

Volunteers contribute approximately 20% of the total operational hours annually, highlighting their 
significance in Akshaya Patra’s model. 

However, volunteer turnover remains high, with an average engagement period of 3-6 months. 

Employee Retention 

Employee turnover rates stand at 12%, slightly above the average for NGOs in India (10%), indicating 
room for improvement in retention strategies. 

Workforce Diversity 

Gender Ratio: Female employees constitute 25% of the workforce, with targeted programs to increase 
representation in leadership roles. 

Community Inclusion: Nearly 40% of staff are recruited from underprivileged backgrounds, reflecting 
the organization’s commitment to inclusivity. 
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 Recommendations 

Short-Term Solutions: Volunteer Engagement: Introduce digital volunteer management platforms to 
track and schedule activities. Employee Benefits: Negotiate with donors to fund benefits like health 
insurance for employees. 

Long-Term Strategies: Leadership Development: Establish mentoring programs for high-potential 
employees. HR Analytics: Leverage data to predict workforce needs and optimize resource allocation. 
Corporate Partnerships: Collaborate with corporates for employee training programs. 

Leveraging Technology: Adoption of cloud-based HRMS for managing large-scale operations. Use of 
analytics to predict workforce needs and trends. 

Strategic Partnerships: Collaboration with corporates for co-funding HR development initiatives. 
Partnering with other NGOs for shared training programs. 

Enhance Compensation and Benefits: Partner with donors to provide healthcare and education 
benefits for employees. 

Volunteer Retention Strategies: Implement recognition programs and flexible schedules. 

Focus on Workforce Well-Being: Introduce stress management programs and wellness initiatives. 

Invest in Leadership Development: Train potential leaders to ensure continuity in key roles. 

Develop Competitive Compensation Packages: Explore partnerships with corporate donors to provide 
additional benefits, such as healthcare and education allowances. Introduce performance-linked 
rewards to motivate employees. Launch stress management programs and mental health initiatives. 

Encourage work-life balance through flexible schedules and paid time off. Capacity Building and 
Leadership Development Collaborate with training institutions to enhance employee skills. 

 

Suggestions To the Case 

Based on the analysis of Akshaya Patra Foundation’s HR practices, the following recommendations aim 
to enhance its human resource management strategies, addressing identified challenges while 
building on existing strengths. 

 

 

 

 

Enhancing Employee Retention 

Offer Non-Monetary Benefits: Since budget constraints limit salary increments, non-monetary 
benefits like flexible work arrangements, sabbatical options, and wellness programs can improve job 
satisfaction. Example: Introduce employee assistance programs (EAPs) offering counseling and support 
for work-life balance. 

Career Growth Opportunities: Implement structured career development pathways through internal 
promotions, leadership programs, and skill-based certifications. 
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 Partner with corporate CSR programs to sponsor advanced skill training and leadership workshops for 
employees. 

Employee Engagement Programs: Strengthen engagement through activities such as team-building 
events, open forums with leadership, and “Employee of the Month” recognitions. 

 

Strengthening Volunteer Engagement 

Long-Term Volunteer Programs: Create programs encouraging longer-term volunteer commitments 
through tiered rewards, including public recognition, networking opportunities, and certifications. 

Digital Volunteer Management: Implement an AI-driven volunteer management platform to 
streamline recruitment, scheduling, and communication with volunteers.Use analytics to track 
volunteer engagement patterns and address drop-off rates proactively. 

 

Corporate Partnerships for Volunteering:  

Expand collaborations with corporates to engage employees in volunteering activities as part of their 
CSR initiatives. Example: Offer employees from partner organizations opportunities for skill-based 
volunteering such as project management or IT support. 

 

Improving Workforce Diversity and Inclusion 

Expand Gender Diversity: Set measurable targets for increasing female representation in leadership 
and operational roles. 

Example: Launch leadership development programs for women within the organization. 

Promote Inclusion for Marginalized Groups: Introduce recruitment drives and outreach programs for 
differently- abled individuals and underprivileged communities. 

Cultural Sensitivity Training: Conduct workshops to promote understanding and inclusivity among 
diverse teams operating in different regions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leveraging Technology for HR Management 

Adopt Advanced HRMS Solutions: Upgrade to cloud-based HR systems for real-time workforce 
tracking, performance evaluations, and training management. Example: Integrate payroll, attendance, 
and feedback systems into a single platform for greater efficiency. 

Gamify Training Modules: Introduce gamified e-learning modules to make training interactive and 
engaging for employees and volunteers. Topics could include safety, logistics, and organizational 
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 values. Data-Driven Decision-Making: Use predictive analytics to anticipate staffing needs and identify 
trends in employee turnover or performance gaps. 

 

Addressing Regional Challenges 

Localized HR Policies: Adapt policies to reflect the socio-economic and cultural contexts of each region 
where Akshaya Patra operates. Example: Tailor recognition programs to align with local cultural norms 
and festivals. 

Regional Leadership Development: 

Empower regional managers with autonomy and resources to address localized HR challenges 
effectively. 

Community Engagement: 

Strengthen connections with local communities to ensure smooth recruitment and operational 
support. 

Mitigating Workload Stress 

Introduce Wellness Programs: Offer stress management workshops, on-site counseling services, and 
wellness days to prevent burnout. 

Workforce Redistribution: Reallocate staff from less demanding areas to support peak operations in 
high-demand regions. 

Flexible Work Hours: Implement rotational schedules or flexible hours during high-intensity periods 
to alleviate stress on employees and volunteers. 

 

Boosting Organizational Funding for HR Development 

Expand Donor Partnerships: Highlight HR development needs as part of fundraising campaigns to 
secure dedicated funding for workforce initiatives. 

Apply for Grants: 

Seek grants specifically aimed at capacity building and employee welfare in the non-profit sector. 

CSR Collaborations: Partner with corporates for HR-specific initiatives such as leadership training, 
mental health programs, and technological upgrades. 

Building a Stronger Performance Management System 

Goal-Oriented KPIs: Refine KPIs to include not just operational metrics but also employee satisfaction 
and development indicators. Frequent Feedback Mechanisms: Replace annual reviews with quarterly 
performance check-ins to identify and resolve challenges in real-time. Reward High Performance: Offer 
performance-based rewards, including promotions, public recognition, or opportunities for 
professional development. 
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 Conclusion 

HRM is integral to the success of NGOs, as it ensures that human capital is effectively utilized to achieve 
organizational goals. The Akshaya Patra Foundation exemplifies the potential of strategic HRM in 
maximizing social impact. By addressing challenges such as employee retention, volunteer 
engagement, and workforce well-being, NGOs can strengthen their operational efficiency and 
sustainability. This study underscores the need for a proactive HRM approach to empower NGOs in 
their mission-driven endeavors. By strategically managing human resources, NGOs can optimize their 
workforce, improve operational efficiency, and achieve their mission-driven goals. Addressing HR 
challenges through innovative strategies and technology will enable NGOs to sustain and scale their 
impact. Frameworks like the Harvard Model, Resource-Based View, and Balanced Scorecard provide 
structured approaches for enhancing HR’s contribution to organizational success. Implementing such 
frameworks enables NGOs to thrive in resource-constrained environments while driving meaningful 
change. 
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